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SUBJECT: SOMOZA'S PRESS CONFERENCE: 19 JUNE 

REF: MANAGUA 2809 

1 . THE 20 JUNE NOVEDADES LEADS ITS ARTICLE ON SOMOZW'S PRESS CON- 
FERENCE WITH THE QUOTE, "AS PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, I HAVE DE- 
CIDED TO INVITE THE INTERAMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO VISIT 
NICARAGUAN TERRITORY AND PROCURE TRUSTWORTHY JUDGEMENTS TO PREPARE 
THE PROPOSED REPORT AND IN WHICH TASK MY GOVERNMENT WILLPPROVIDE THE 
COOPERATION THAT IT REQUIRES". 

2. SOMOZA'S PRESS CONFERENCE DEALTH WITH THREE MAJOR AREAS: 

A) GENERAL FISCAL POLICY (SEPTEL; B) HUMAN RIGHTS; C) HIS FORTHCOMING 
TRIP TO MEXICO. IN A SHORT SEGMENT OF HIS REMARKS, SOMOZA ALSO NOTED 
THE CAMPESINO LAND INVASIONS OCCURRING IN NICARAGUA, CONCLUDING THAT 
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A "BETTER DISTRIBUTION" OF NATIONAL WEALTH WAS "INDISPENSABLE" TO 
PROVIDE NORMAL SERVICES TO THE CITIZENRY. 

3. REGARDING HUMAN RIGHTS, SOMOZA EMPHASIZED NICARAGUA'S RECORD. 

HE SAID THAT ALL RIGHTS AND DUTIES IDENTIFIED IN THE 1948 INTER- 
AMERICAN DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS WERE WRITTEN INTO NICARAGUA'S 
CONSTITUTION AND WERE IN EFFECT THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND QUARANTEED 
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BY THE GON. ' REGARDING THE CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT OVER WHICH I 
PRESIDE, IT GIVES ME PLEASURE TO REPORT THAT ALL COMMUNICATIONS OR 
ALLEGATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN DIRECTED TO THAT COMMISSION (IAHRC) 

HAVE BEEN RESPONDED TO OPPORTUNELY." 

4. DURING THE QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD, SOMOZA WAS ASKED WHAT 
HE THOUGHT OF COSTA RICA'S PARDONING OF FSLN LEADER, PLUTARCO 
SANCHO, AND THE HONDURAN REJECTION OF THE GON'S EXTRADITION REQUEST 
FOR GERMAN POMARES, ANOTHER FSLN MEMBER. SOMOZA REPLIED THAT, OF- 
FICIALLY, THE GON HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED OF THE REJECTION OF ITS 
EXTRADITION REQUEST. SOMOZA SAID THAT THE GON COULD NOT QUESTION THE 
COSTA RICAN ACTION BECAUSE SANCHO IS A COSTA RICA WHO, BASED ON HIS 
OWN STATEMENTS, WILL COMMIT CRIMES IN NICARAGUA. THE COSTA RICAN 
ACTION WAS TAKEN FOR "ITS OWN CONVENIENCE AND ON ITS OWN RESPONSIBI- 
LITY." RELATIONS, SOMOZA SAID, BETWEEN NICARAGUA AND ITS TWO 
NEIGHBORS ARE GOOD. 

5. THE AP REPORTER PRESENT ASKED SOMOZA IF HE CONSIDERED THAT THE 
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ AND THE GOV WERE INTERVENING IN THE INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS OF NICARAGUA. SOMOZA RESPONDED, "YO SI, PERO EL NO". 

6. REACTION TO SOMOZA'S REMARKS HAS BEEN AS ONE WOULD PREDICT. LA 
PRENSA AND A COMMENTATOR ON RADIO MIL STATED THAT SOMOZA'S REMARKS 
WERE OF NO MAJOR IMPORTANCE. LW PRENSA WAS CRITICAL OF SOMOZA'S NOT 
SETTING A FIRM DATE FOR AN IAHRC VISIT AND REFERRED TO SOMOZA'S 
REMARK ON THE NEED FOR BETTER WEALTH DISTRIBUTION DISPARAGINLY ("AS 
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IF HE WAS DISCOVERING AMERICA"). 

TUCKER 
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